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Library Hours for Fall-12
Exams & Interim
In keeping with tradition, the library will stay open an hour
later at night during final exams for Fall-12. This will be
followed by reduced hours during the interim period. The
library hours will be:

Friday, November 16

7:45 a.m. – 7:00 p.m.

Saturday, November 17

9:00 a.m. – 7:00 p.m.

Sunday, November 18

Noon – Midnight

Monday, November 19

7:45 a.m. – Midnight

Tuesday, November 20

7:45 a.m. – Midnight

Wednesday, November 21

7:45 a.m. – 5:00 p.m.

Thursday, November 22

CLOSED

Friday, November 23

CLOSED

Saturday, November 24

CLOSED

Sunday, November 25

CLOSED

Monday, November 26

8:00 a.m. – 5:00 p.m.

Tuesday, November 27

8:00 a.m. – 5:00 p.m.

Regular 3-week hours begin on Wednesday, November 28.
The library’s hours and schedule is always available on our
Web site.
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Copyright and Video in the Classroom
By David Everett, Library Director
Disclaimer: The author is not a lawyer and this column
should not be construed, in any way, as legal advice.

Lately, there has been a lot of discussion about copyright on
campus. One question that is often asked about copyright is the
use of video (either DVD or VHS tape) in the classroom.
Copyright is definitely a consideration since copyright law gives
the copyright holder the right to determine how a video will be
shown. But every time you buy (or rent or borrow) a video, you
also acquire licensed rights, which trump (or at least better
define) copyright and how you may or may not use a video.
License agreements generally fall into one of three categories:
Home Use – This is the most commonly licensed right and the
one most people know, probably from the FBI warning notice. It
allows you to view a video in your own home with family and
friends. But what about showing it to a class? Fortunately, there
is a face-to-face teaching exemption (§ 110) to the law. This
allows you to show a purchased or rented video to a class. While
the particulars of the exemption are not well defined, it is
generally assumed to that the class is a regularly scheduled class
meeting of a regularly scheduled course with the instructor
present, and that the video has applicability to the curriculum.
Thus, once you invite members of the campus who are not
enrolled in the class, you lose that exemption and most copyright
holders would argue that you are then giving a public
performance and need to have performance rights. In the
library’s video collection, the feature films and most PBS films
(they are labeled PBS Home Video) have only home video rights.

A Note About the New Web Site
Thanks to all of you who have commented about our new
Web site. We continue to seek input and are looking carefully at
how we can continue to improve the site. Please remember it is a
work in progress and we continue to add new features and new
pages, and to finish pages that were not quite complete when we
launched the pages in time for the Fall-12 term.
While the new site is not yet complete and still evolving, we
believe it does a much better job of guiding students through the
research process and helping them find the materials they need
for assignments. This is particularly important for first-year
students who may not have much experience with library
research.

Performance Rights – This is the next step up and allows the
owner to show the video to the general public, although the
specifics may vary depending on the company granting the
rights. In many cases, it must be shown by a non-profit
organization with no admission charged, although that does
depend on the exact wording of the license. Note that not
charging admission does not remove the need for performance
rights. In the library’s collection, some type of performance

Please see Copyright, page 2

Hidden Treasures
Smithsonian Studies in/Contributions to
History and Technology
The Smithsonian Institution has been referred to as
“America’s Attic.” Since its establishment in 1846, it has
amassed enormous collections in its various museums and
galleries, and printed thousands of publications about these
materials and the research of the scholars who work there. Our
library is home to many of these works, including several
series of publications under the umbrella of Smithsonian
Contributions and Studies
(http://www.sil.si.edu/smithsoniancontributions/). Most of
these are devoted to particular subject areas (e.g. Smithsonian
Contributions to Zoology), while others are more wide-ranging
in scope. Smithsonian Studies in History and Technology
(since 2010, Contributions to) has some of the most fascinating
and eclectic publications released by the Smithsonian. Begun
in 1969, 57 monographs have been published, the latest in
2010, and are available in both print format and online, through
the library’s catalog (SuDoc no. SI 1.28:).

The Art Crusade: An Analysis of American Drawing
Manuals, 1820-1860 (1976)
Georg Scheutz and the First Printing Calculator (1976)
Bloodletting Instruments in the National Museum of
History and Technology (1979)
Man Made Mobile: Early Saddles of Western North
America (1980)
Islamicate Celestial Globes: Their History, Construction,
and Use (1985)
Russian Copper Icons and Crosses from the Kunz
Collection: Castings of Faith (1991)
The majority of the series was published before 1980 (#43), and
fewer studies were released after that. A hiatus occurred in 2002,
but the series under its new title, Smithsonian Contributions to
History and Technology, was revived in 2010, with three volumes
published recently. If the history of “stuff” interests you, then there
may be no finer publication series that this one.

By Jeff Wanser, Government Documents and
Collection Development Librarian

Copyright, continued from page 1
The earliest one, an unnumbered volume, gives one an idea
of what sorts of topics might be covered. Cynthia Hoover’s
Harpsichords and Clavichords presents a tour of the Hall of
Musical Instruments in the National Museum of History and
Technology, while providing information on the history of the
instruments themselves and the various styles represented
there. Without missing a beat, the next volume sends us south,
to examine Privateers in Charleston, 1793-1796 (by Melvin
Jackson), a study of the ships that sailed from that harbor,
empowered by the fledgling U.S. government to seize enemy
ships. Sailing back to D.C., the third volume presents a
Catalog of Meteorological Instruments in the Museum of
History and Technology, by W.E. Knowles Middleton. The
variety of subjects is remarkable in scope, and highly
entertaining. Just a few of the many volumes include:
History of Letter Post Communication Between the
United States and Europe, 1845-1875 (1971)
Small Arms Ammunition at the International
Exposition Philadelphia, 1876 (1972)
Political Cartoons in the 1848 Election Campaign
(1972)

rights are included for videos from California Newsreel, Films for
the Humanities and Sciences, Media Education Foundation, and
others. Check their Web pages for exact details. This is also why
videos from these companies cost more, often much more, than
$100 per video.
Broadcast Rights – These rights allow you to broadcast the video
over a television network, including a closed-circuit cable TV
network like the one at Hiram College. In many cases, limited
broadcast rights (often for closed-circuit within one building) are
included in the wording for Performance Rights. Again, check the
company’s Web page for exact details.
Lately, some video companies are including streaming rights
with the purchase of DVDs, thus allowing them to be used more
easily in educational settings. The library continues to look at this
option.
The library rarely negotiates rights beyond the standard
agreement that comes with the video. This helps keep down our
costs, but it also means that checking the company’s Web page
will give a fairly accurate reading of the rights the library acquired
with the video. If you have questions, please contact me, but
remember the disclaimer.

Thirteen-Star Flags: Keys to Identification (1973)
The Stone Money of Yap: A Numismatic Survey (1975)
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